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Education Teaching
Assignment #1: Levels of Schools
Every level of school is important because it marks the transition to the next level of education. From elementary school to senior high school, every level is important because what a child learns at the previous stage prepares them for what they are to learn in the next step.
Early childhood programs are the learning activities that engage children who are yet to begin school. These are pre-school-age children. At this stage, the learner focuses on the various development of the child. However, unlike the higher levels of education such as elementary levels, early childhood education programs are play-based structured learning programs that are delivered by a qualified and professional teacher. The aim of using this structure is to provide children at this stage with a safe and nurturing environment where they can acquire physical, social, emotional, and intellectual development before they commence academic life in elementary schools.
Elementary school is also unique and different from the other levels of education. The elementary level begins at kindergarten through the fifth grade. This is the major transition stage that students make in life as they have already attended childcare or preschool (early childhood education programs). At the elementary level, learners get to advance some of the skills that they have already learned previously in the pre-school stage. Therefore, the characteristics of an elementary teacher are quite similar to that of an early childhood educator. For example, an elementary educator is characterized by qualities such as warmth, good communication, and classroom management skills, enthusiasm, a good sense of humor, and love for the children. Some of the features are shared among every educator at all levels because education, as Kauchak and Eggen (2014) explain, involves interacting with fragile minds that are still undergoing development. At this level of schooling, the curriculum emphasizes the development of languages art, and mathematics. Like the early childhood stage, the elementary stage does not emphasize science, social studies, arts, or music (Kauchak&Eggen, 2014).
Middle school is the level that comprises children in grades 6, 7, and 8. At this stage, educators emphasize consistency, adaptability, and a good understanding of psychological, emotional, and social behavior. Unlike the previous levels, educators at this level must master the content of the subjects they choose to teach. As Kauchak and Eggen (2014) explain, educators at this stage must choose contents that interest them personally. Kauchak and Eggen (2014) emphasize the importance of teacher’s influence on curriculum development and implementation. At every level, the teacher and the student are the primary concern. This means that they influence the process of education at every level. The teacher determines the important goals of education and the content of what he or she wants to teach.
Junior high and high school are the next stages after middle school which comprises learners who start high school in 10th through 12th grade. At this level, the curriculum focuses on specialized and separate content courses from what the children have been learning in the previous stages. According to Kauchak and Eggen (2014), educators at this level require an understanding of the psychological, emotional, and social tendencies of teens. Most of the learners at this level need to be treated with caution because they are emotionally fragile. The teenage stage is difficult to handle and educators need not only to be passionate and consistent in teaching but also adaptable and have a good understanding of the learners’ development.
Unlike the elementary and early childhood stages, middle schools, junior, and high schools involve the integration of concepts from different disciplines. The curriculum focuses on specialized and distinct content from what children at the two early levels engage in. Despite the differences, one common factor across the different levels of study is that they require an educator who has not only mastered the content but also possesses the virtues and values to relate with each child at a personal level in a professional manner. As Benner (2011) explains, school transitions are not only frequent but also predictable. The predictability aspect is involved in the process, where a child goes from one level to the next level. For example, when a child joins a pre-school program, it is predictable that they will move to the next level, which is elementary, and then to the next level after that.
The development of a child begins with the mastery of their environment before they can get to the harder part. Educators must, therefore, understand how they can assist them to understand the processes of development. That is why educators, at any of the above levels, must be equipped with the necessary skills and knowledge. These skills include communication and classroom management skills. Some of these skills can be acquired during educator’s training, while others are developed through one’s experience. Each of these stages or levels of schools marks the time period when a student moves from one level into another. This transition happens at different ages and may vary significantly across school districts.
Furthermore, in spite of their differences, these levels of schools also have another thing in common, that students often experience challenges in the transition, especially when adjusting to the changes in the new level environment. Therefore, as Kauchak and Eggen (2014) emphasize the need for educators to receive professional development training to enable them to understand and help students make the school transition.



References
[bookmark: _GoBack]Benner, A. D. (2011). The transition to high school: Current knowledge, future directions. Educational psychology review, 23(3), 299.
Kauchak, P. D., &Eggen, D. P. (2014). The School Curriculum in an Era of Standards: Introduction to Teaching-becoming a professional (5th Ed). Pearson Education.  

